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Policy Analysis Unessay Rationale

1. Why did you choose the format you did for your Unessay?

| chose the format of a comic book for my unessay for a few reasons.
First, | liked the idea of presenting my research as a fictional narrative, as it
allows scope for presenting biased opinions from characters. Secondly, | am
fascinated by learning materials that present information in a visually appealing
form, and | thought a comic book might be a good way to do that. Lastly, having
worked for many years in graphic design, vector based software is a comfortable

medium for me to work in.

2. How does your Unessay respond to following 5 assighment questions?

1. What social problem is the policy at empting to address?

The Indian Act was designed by set lers in the late 1800’s to solve what
they viewed as ‘the Indian Problem.” The act was intended to erode Indigenous
cultures over time, and assimilate First Peoples into the Canadian nation state.
Currently, the Indian Act exists because, while it is almost universally disliked,
there has yet to be a solution agreed upon to replace it. My unessay addresses
the idea of ‘the Indian Problem’ vs ‘the Indian Act Problem’ on page 11. It
addresses the challenges of repealing the act on page 6, and one idea of why it is

still around on page 14.



2. What is the historical context of the policy?

The historical context of the act is discussed on pages 4 and 5 of my
unessay using a dialogue between an imaginary member of parliament named

Ted, and two imaginary aliens named Bruce and Chauncey.

3. What is the policy? How does it work? What are its purpose and goals?

My unessay discusses various aspects of the Indian Act throughout, for
example how it has been used to control land is discussed starting on page 6.
When the character dialogue does not overtly state the goals of the act, further
information is added through narration boxes, such as the one on page 9

discussing enfranchisement.

4. How does the policy address equity, inclusion, and/or social justice?

My unessay comments on the financial inequity produced by the act on
pages 8 and 10. The exclusion of Indigenous citizens from fully participating in
Canadian society without the unsavoury step of enfranchisement is discussed on

page 9. Ideas of social injustice are addressed throughout.



5. Assess the impact of the policy, what changes do you recommend?

Impacts of the policy are discussed throughout the comic, and necessary
components for future change are addressed in a let er writ en by the aliens to
their own people on the last page of the comic. As a set ler myself, | feel it is
overstepping to propose specific solutions. | don’t have the lived experience to
understand all of the ways the Indian Act affects the lives of Indigenous
communities, and this fact is addressed in the aliens solution to visit Indigenous

communities to learn what solution they may have to ‘the Indian Act Problem.’

3. What did you learn from this experience?

| learned more details about the Indian Act, including changes (and the
reasoning behind them) made to the act over time. | reviewed some interesting
discussions on why the act still exists even though it has been catching flack for
148 years. |also learned that when choosing projects | need to be more realistic

about the time they will require to complete!



